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UM STUDENT SERVES SUMMER INTERNSHIP AT WHITE HOUSE 
MISSOULA -
University of Montana junior Whitney Williams spent much of her summer as an unpaid 
intern for the White House Office of Public Liaison.
The daughter of longtime U.S. Rep. Pat Williams, D-Mont., she is no stranger to 
Washington, D.C., or the world of politics. But, she said, the 10-week internship gave her an 
exciting glimpse of a political realm that was new to her: "I had no idea of what the executive 
branch did."
As an intern, she arranged Rose Garden ceremonies; helped with briefings on such issues as 
Russian aid and the North American Free Trade Agreement; and put together databases of women’s 
organizations and peace groups.
Doris Matsui, White House deputy director of public liaison, said in a letter to UM that 
Williams was "an extremely conscientious worker who was an asset to the productivity of our 
office. ... It is clearly evident that Whitney has a strong desire and dedication to helping and 
serving others."
Williams said she was very impressed by the "overworked" liaison office staff, she said, 
noting that President Bill Clinton has cut that staff to 15 from levels of 70 under President Ronald 
Reagan and about 50 under President George Bush. The relatively small staff makes student 
volunteers essential to office operations, she said, adding that she was thrilled and honored to be
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one of those volunteers even though she had to take a night job to help support herself during the 
internship.
"When I found out they needed volunteers for the summer, I really wanted to be part of it," 
Williams said. "It was my way of getting things moving, getting myself moving."
Asked whether the experience influenced her toward a career in politics, she offered a mixed 
response.
"I like to think I don’t want to do that, having grown up around it," she said. "But it's kind 
of what makes me tick, too. It’s so exciting."
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Contact: Whitney Williams, 721-5503.
KR
Local, Butte, Helena\pic 
WHintem.rl
